Alvah Bessie 


25 Jime 1976 


Harold Weisberg 
Route 12 

Frederick, Md. 21701 

Dear Weisberg: Your long letter of the 5 has finally reached 
me and I am flattered that you should think I can be of any help 
to you. Although I have read none of your books, I've been aware of 
your work for some time, and I respect you for it. 

A couple things you say I would like to answer: there is not one of 
the surviving 10 who has not continued fighting the Unamericans in 
whatever way has been open to us. Biberman and Bessie have written 
books (SALT OF THE EARTH and INQUISITION IN EDEN) ; others have made 
speeches and continue to attack fascism wherever it raises its head. 

I think, too, you are offbase on EXECUTIVE ACTION. By odd coincidence, 
my son was the working producer on the film, hired by Edward Lewis, 
an old line Hollywood type who is one of the few "progressive" pro- 
ducers left alive (THE FIXER, LONELY ARE THE BRAVE, etc.) The story 
comes from a bad novel by Donald Freed' and Mark Lane, who also wrote 
the original screenplay. It was bad, so Trximbo was hired. Lane is of 
course one of the first investigators (and agitators) about the JFK 
assassination and it has cost him his career as an attorney. Unless 
jiou are saying that Dan Bessie, Lwwis , Triimbo, Lane and Freed were 
ALL suckered into the project- are you ?- then perhaps they are all 
CIA or FBI. I doubt it. Whatever its shortcomings --- and they are many- 
that film was successful precisely because it alerted thousands of 
people here and abroad to the fact that Kennedy was probablv the 
victim of a conspiracy- and x^ith what has happened since, I think 
our people are beginning to get the idea that government circles 
themselves were involved in it. 

There is no point, friend, in arguing whether our defense in 1947 
was the right or wrong way to fight HUAC. We did a thnoough invest- 
igative job on the committeemen and exposed their records as much as 
possible. The 5th Amendment was considered and rejected precisely be- 
cause we wanted to challenge the constitutionality of the committee's 
mandate & had excellent Supreme Court precedent for doing so. But 
the Court had changed, of course & various justices died at the wrong 
time. Certainly few people xmderstood our defense but the case was 
a "landmark" because nobody ever before (or since) has challengdd 
HUAC on those ^roxmds , win, lose or draw. 

I have no contact with Hollywood beyond my son and he has not been 
able to get financing for any of a nximber of feature-film projects 
he has on ice, including 3 by his son, all of which are progressive 
and continue to "fight" in th-e way you would want them, to do so. 

As for Dmytryk and the files he "borrowed" from you; I knew nothing 
of this, of course & doubt any of the rest of us did either. I will 
of course ask those surviving of the 10 whether they know anything 
of use to you, and will forward it if they do. But it occurs to me 
that the simplest way to recover this material- if it still exists- 
is to threaten Dmytryk with suit for not returning it. You may force 
a confession from him that as a patriot he turned it over to the FBI. 

Good luck to you. 



